
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1890J The Life and Times of The Christ. 109 



THE LIFE AND TIMES OF THE CHRIST. 

BASED ON LUKE. 
By William R. Harper, and George S. Goodspeed. 

Yale University. 
(Copyrighted, 1890.) 

STUDIES IX AND X.— PROGRESS AND CONFLICT. LUKE 5:1-6: 11. 

Remark. — It is desirable that in beginning each "study" the entire passage 
assigned be read over rapidly and the main divisions of the narrative noted. 

/. EXAMINATION OF THE MATERIAL. 

[It will be noted that the following order is observed invariably in this work; (i) the 
verse or section is read and its contents stated in a general way ; (2) important 
or difficult words and phrases are studied; (3) a complete statement of the 
contents of the verse or section is formed in view of the work already done ; 
(4) the religious teaching is sought.] 

§ I. Chapters : i-ii. 

1. Look over these verses and note their subject. Is it not Four Disciples called? 

2. Of words and phrases the following require study : (i) IVord of God (5:1), same 

as " Gospel " ; cf. Lk. 8 : 21 ; (2) lake of Gennesaret, other names, Josh. 12:3; 
John 6:1; (3) sat down (5:3), cf. 4 : 20 ; (4) all night (5 : 5), the favorable time 
for fishing; (5) beckoned (t,:^),eA\ifiX (3,) \.oo exhausted to speak, or (b) too 
far oil, cf. V. 4 ; (6) depart from me, etc. (5 : 8), was this* (a) superstitious fear 
of divine power, or (b) consciousness of general unworthiness, or (c) a convic- 
tion of some particular act of sin against Jesus, or (d) humility in view of 
unmerited favor, cf. 2 Sam. 6:9; Job 42: 5, 6; Mk. 5:17; (7) left all and 
followed (5 : 11), was this temporary or permanent? 

3. Study the following condensation of the section : While many crowd upon him by 

the lake of Gen. he speaks from Simon's boat. TTien he bids S. go to fishing. 
He consents though hitherto he had caught nothing. So many fish are taken, that 
the nets are in danger, the other boat is sent for, both boats begin to sink, and 
Simon in fear bids Jesus go. Jesus invites him to catch men and all follow him. 

4. Observe the working of a nature which (i) though obedient and trustful in a 

matter contrary to experience (v. 5), {2) yet possibly shows superstitious 
elements, and still (3) is humble and conscious of imperfection and (4) is so 
devoted to Jesus as to leave all and follow. 

* Bruce, Training of the Twelve, pp. 15, 16, has some candid reflections upon Peter's 
remark. 
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§ 2. Chapter s : 12-16. 

1. Let the student read and state the subject of this section. 

2. (I) Full of leprosy (5 : 12), characteristic of Lk., cf. 4 : 38 " great fever " ; (2) touched 

(S : 13), (a) note method of cure, (b) Jesus rendered unclean; (3) the priest 
(5 : 14), i. e. at the Temple, cf. Lev. 14 : 2 ; he would legally be declared clean 
and thus restored to society ; (4) offer, cf. Lev. 14 : 4-32 ; (5) unto them, either 
(a) the priests, or (b) the people ; the cure was thus recorded as complete ; 
(6) withdrew (5 : 16), either (a) because of his fame, or (b) prejudice against him 
as unclean ; (7) prayed, characteristic record of Luke. 

3. The contents of these verses may be given thus : A leper seeks and obtains healing 

from Jesus who bids him at once observe the law relating to his case. But the 
report spreads and Jesus retires. 

4. Observe strong faith in the power of Jesus along with doubt of his love. 

§ 3. Chapter 5 : 17-26. 

1. Read and note the subject : Healing of a paralytic. 

2. (i) One of those days (5:17), indefinite note of time; (2) Pharisees, a religious 

party; (3) doctors, i. e. "teachers";* {4) every zv7/a^<r, characteristic of Lk. ; 
(5) power of the Lord, etc., was he sometimes without it f cf. Mk. 6:5; (6) 
their faith (5 : 20), (a) of whom ? (b) in what > (1) forgiven, light on (a) source 
of disease, or (b) man's moral state .' (8) Son ofman,\ (a) cf. Dan. 7 : 13, 14, (b) 
a title of the Christ but not a common one, (c) emphasizes his lowliness and 
universality, (d) conceals and reveals him; (9) //aM j*<?zw?-, i. e. " authority " 
from God. 

3. Note the following condensed statement of the thought : While teaching, Jesus 

declares that a palsied man who has been put before him is forgiven his sins. 
Many Pharisees and scribes present and criticising him are asked to recognize 
his right to do this, since at his command the man goes forth healed, to the astonish- 
ment of all. 

4. Let the student decide upon the chief religious teaching of this section. 

§ 4. Chapter 5 : 27-39. 

1. After reading these verses consider their subject. Is it not The Call of Levi and 

the Teaching at his feast ? 

2. (i) Beheld (5 : 27), i. e. " regarded attentively " either (a) as though perceiving signs 

of interest, or (b) renewing old acquaintance ; (2) place of toll, custom-house. 
Why needed here ? (3) Levi, another name in Mt. 9:9; (4) his disciples, 
(S = 3°)' fi'st use of the word in connection with Jesus; (5) eat and drink, mark 
of intimate relation ; (6) sinners, either (a) foreigners, (b) persons who did 
not strictly observe the law, or (c) people of vicious lives; (7) sons of the bride- 
chamber (5 : 34), attendants of the bridegroom ; (8) shall-be-taken-away (5 : 35), 
reference to his death, cf. John 2:19; 3:14; (9) ne^v garment (5 : 36), pecul- 
iar to Lk. cf. Mt. 9 : 16 ; (10) v. 39 is peculiar to Lk. 

3. Let the student make the statement of the thought of this passage. 

4. Observe that no sinner can fear to kneel before the Jesus who sits among publicans 

and sinners and makes the publican a disciple. 

* For a brief statement concerning these " scribes,'* see Lindsay L, pp. 87, 88. 
t See Neander, Life 0/ Christ, %% 58, 59. 
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§ S- Chapter 6 : i-ii. 

1. Is not the subject of this section Conflicts about the Sabbath ? 

2. Let the student select and study six important or difficult words and phrases. 

3. Observe the following condensed statement : Jesus, defending his disciples accused 

of violating the sabbath law by plucking and eating grain, cites the similar action 
of David and proclaims his own lordship over the Sabbath. In a synagogue on the 
Sabbath before those watching to convict him of a like offense, he claims the right 
to do good and then heals a withered hand. Counsel is taken against him. 

4. Is not an important teaching here found in the fact that strict observance of forms 

does not save from essential wickedness of life ? 



//. CLASSIFICATION OF THE MATERIAL 
I. Contents and Summary. 

i) The Contents. The following table of the sections of the material is to be read, 
studied and reviewed until it is thoroughly mastered. 

PROGRESS AND CONFLICT. 

§ I. Four Disciples Called. 
§ 2. Healing of a Leper. 
§ 3. Healing of a Paralytic. 

§ 4. The Call of Levi and the Teaching at his Feast. 
§ 5. Conflicts about the Sabbath. 
2) The Summary. May we not thus gather the various statements of the contents of 
Luke 5:1-6:11 into one general view of the whole: While (l) progress is 
made, e.g. (a) in the call of the four and of Levi, (b) in the healing of a leper and 
of a paralytic, {c) in the proclamation of authority to forgive sin, and (</) of the in- 
dependence of his disciples from formal and legal observances ; (2) conflict is («) 
aroused by the claim to forgive sin and to consort with abandoned people, and {p) 
intensified by Jesus' attitude and action in relation to the Sabbath, 

2. Observations upon the Material. 

The following statement of facts or conclusions which are of importance in connec- 
tion with the passage are to be read carefully and considered. 

59) 5 ; !> i5i '7> 29. Jesus is an object of great Simon possibly imply previous acquaint- 

interest at this time to all classes of ance. Even 4 : 38 implies the same.t 

people.* 61) 5: 6. This was a miracle either of creation, 

*o) 5:3, 5, 8. The relations of Jesus and of power, or of knowledge. t 

• Cf . Stalker, | 73. 

t On that memorable return from His temptation in the wilderness they had learned to know 
him as the Messiah and they followed him. And, now that the time had come for gathering 
around Him a separate discipleship — that call would not come as a surprise. . . . Such a call 
could not have been addressed to them, if they had not already been disciples of Jesus, under- 
stood his Mission and the character of the Kingdom of God. Edersheim, Life and Times 0/ 
Jesus, I., pp. 474, 475. 

t The miraculous was, that the Lord had seen through those waters down where the multitude 
of fishes was. Edersheim, I., p. 476. Cf. also Bruce, Miraculmis Element in the Gosf'ets, p. 229, 
230. 
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62) 5 : 10. The purpose of the miracle was La invitation of a teacher to become a per- 

inspire them with hope in the calling to manent disciple. J 

which Jesus was summoning them.* 69) 5: 31, 32. Jesus puts great truths into short 

63) 5: 12-14, Jesus U) regards himself as above and pithy sentences. § 

the Law relating to leprosy, (2) insisis on 70) 5: 36. He makes frequent use of ** para- 
obedience to it in the case of the leper. bles," illustrative stories. 

64)5:13. Leprosy was such a disease thai only 71)5:33- The Pharisees thought that Jesus 

the exercise of divine power could so and his disciples should fast as a mark or 

immediately remove it.t a means of piety. 

65)5:16. Jesus was accustomed to retire from 72)5:35. Jesus had before him from very 

time to time for purposes of rest and early in his ministry the possibility of a 

devotion. violent death. i! 

66)5:21. The words of the scribes and their 73) 6:3. That the theocratic king and hero 

subsequent silence are important facts in violated a law on necessity, and even, as 

favor of the reality of the miracle. is probable, did this action on a Sabbath, 

67) 5: 27. It was not unusual for Jews to take was a strong argument in favor of Jesus. 

a new name on occasions of a change of 74) 5: 17,21; 6: 2, 7, 11. The development of 

Iffe or occupation. Cf. 5: 8 ; Mt. 16: 17, the Pharisees' hostility to Jesus is clearly 

18; Acts 13: 9. brought out in the narrative.^ 

68) 5: 27. The words of Jesus are the regular 



S. Topics for Study.*' 



I ) The Calling of Disciples. [Obs. 60-62, 67, 68] : ( i ) Picture as vividly as pos- 
sible the scene and details of the events of 5: i-ii, 27, 28. (2) Cf. John 
1 : 35-42, and observe in the case of Levi, also, the possibility of a previous 
acquaintance explaining the quick response. (3) Cf. Mk, i : 16-20 ; Mt. 
4: 18-22, determine whether they relate the same event as Lk. 5: i-ii, and if 
so, may the latter be explained as a special call to Peter } (4) Consider the 
importance of the step in relation to the work of Jesus. 

* Christ's aim was not merely to attach the disciples to Himself, but to fire them with zeal for 
their new vocation. For that end, what was wanted was not a mere miracle as displaying super- 
natural power or knowledge, but an experience in connection with their old vocation, which, 
whether brought about miraculously or otherwise, should take possession of their imagination as 
an emblem of the great future which lay before them in their new career as apostles, or fishers of 
men. Bruce, Mirac Element.^ etc., p. 231. 

t Whatever remedies, medical, magical, or sympathetic. Rabbinic writings may indicate for 
various kinds of disease, leprosy is not included in the catalogue. Edersheim, I, p. 491. 

% The expression " Follow me " would be readily understood as implying a call to become a 
permanent disciple of a teacher. Similarly it was not only the practice of the Rabbis, but 
regarded as one of the most sacred duties, for a master to gather around him a circle of disciples. 
Thus, neither Peter and Andrew, nor the sons of Zebedee could have misunderstood the call of 
Christ or even regarded it as strange. Edersheim, Life and Times of Jesus., I., p. 474. 

§ The teaching of Jesus . . . consisted of numerous sayings, every one of which contained the 
greatest possible amount of truth in the smallest possible compass, and was expressed in language 
so concise and pointed as to stick in the memory like an arrow. Stalker, § 87. 

II He foresaw the penalty he would have to pay as an innovator. Hence the pathetic reference 
to coming days when His disciples would have good cause to fast. ... "At the end of this way 
of non-conformity I see a cross." Bruce, Galilean Gospel^ p. 190. 

1[ Jesus had therefore become in the eyes of the Pharisees an outrager of the law who was worthy 
of death, for that was the punishment for Sabbath desecration ; he had not only claimed the right 
of profaning the day by His cures, but had also compromised the guardians of the law in the 
eyes of the people by condemning them to shamefaced silence. Henceforward the hatred of the 
Pharisaic party to Him was deadly ; it was resolved that He should die. Weiss, XT., p. 241. 

** Observe that here the *' observations " are arranged topically for further study. " Observa- 
tions" which are not dealt with here will be considered in connection with other similar material 
which will come up in later '* Studies." 
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2) Some Teachings of Jesus. [Obs. 69-71]: Observe some principles brought 

out by Jesus at this time; (l) 5: 29-32, Association with sinful men,* because 
of (a) what he is (v. 31), and (b) what they are and need (vs. 31, 32) ; (2) 5: 33- 
2,St Joy the right spirit of his followers, (a) because of his presence, (b) deter- 
mines form of worship ; (3) 5 : 1 1, 13, 24, 27, 34 ; 6:5, Himself the center and 
source of authority, determining the life and spirit of his followers; (4) 
5: 36-39, Unique7iess of his enterprise, (a) to be independent of old forms 
(v- 36), (b) to be carried on by new persons (vs 37, 38), t (c) to be accepted 
very slowly by others (v. 39). 

3) Hostility to Jesus. [Obs. 72-74] : (ij Follow out in detail the gradual rise of 

hostility to Jesus on the part of the Pharisees, cf. John 2: 18; 4: i. (2) 
Causes for increasing hostility, (a) in the actions of Jesus, (b) in his teaching, 
(c) in his claims. (3) How far this opposition may be regarded as prompted 
by honest, religious motives. (4) The meaning to Jesus of this attitude of the 
Pharisees. 



4. Religious Teaching. 

Gather all the religious teachings of the passage under the heading of /esus the Christ 
followed and opposed : (i) followed by fishermen and publicans who (a) obey 
his word at once, (b) and leave all, (c) though incurring hostility ; (2) opposed 
by Pharisees, (a) who are religious leaders, (b) their opposition rising out of 
his personal claims, teaching and activity, (c) often insincere and selfish, (d) 
met by plain speaking and the exaltation of Jesus' character and authority. 



STUDIES XI AND XII.— NEW METHODS AND TEACHINGS. LUKE 

6: 12-49. 

Remark. — It is desirable that in beginning each "study" (i) the material of the pre- 
ceding " study " be reviewed, and (2) the entire passage assigned be read over 
rapidly and the main divisions of the narrative noted. 



/. EXAMINATION OF THE MATERIAL. 

[It will be noted that the following order is observed invariably in this work : ( i ) 
the verse or section is read and its contents stated in a general way; (2) 
important or difficult words and phrases are studied, (3) a complete state- 
ment of the contents of the verse or section is formed in view of the work 
already done ; (4) the religious teaching is sought.] 

* He certainly did not mean to say that lie came to save onlji those who were sunken in vice. . . . 
But he taught that as he had come as a physician for the sick, he could help only those who, as 
sick persons, sought healing at his hands. Neander, Li/e of Christ, § 140. 

+ His doctrine must be entrusted to no rabbi of Israel, fettered by a thousand precedents, 
hampered by countless prejudices, but to single, unprejudiced men, who would just receive his 
teaching, and then pass it on pure and unadulterated to other simple, truthful souls. Pulp. Comm. 
p. 119. 
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